Proposed COMAR 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education:
 Sample Letter of Support

A proposed COMAR 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education was published in the December 16, 2011, issue of the Maryland Register; public comments will be accepted from December 16, 2011, through January 17, 2012.  The public comments will have a significant influence on the Maryland Board of Education’s final vote on adoption of the COMAR Chapter Gifted and Talented Education.

Currently there is an inequitable patchwork of services for Maryland gifted and talented students; some gifted students receive the education services they need to help them develop their full potential, but others do not.  Adoption of COMAR 13A.04.07 is an essential first step toward achieving equity in gifted and talented education in Maryland.
We urge you to submit public comment in favor of adoption of COMAR 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education during the public comment period from December 16, 2011 through January 17, 2012.  The COMAR can be seen at http://www.dsd.state.md.us/MDRegister/3826.pdf on page 1732.
Comments may be sent USPS to Susan Spinnato, Director of Instructional Programs, Division of Instruction, Maryland State Department of Education, 200 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201; emailed to sspinnato@msde.state.md.us; faxed to 410-333-1146; or call 410-767-0349 TTY: 410-333-6442.  Please include your name and county/city.  Comments must be received by January 17, 2012.

Below you will find a sample letter of support.  This is only a guide, and you are encouraged to adapt it to your own style and situation.  In the second paragraph, you may want to add personal observations based on your and/or your child’s experience.  Examples of things that might be said in the second paragraph follow the sample letter. 

*Examples of what might be said in the second paragraph of the letter.  Again, you are encouraged to adapt it to your own situation and use your own words.   Thank you!

· Gifted students, like all students, should learn something new in every school day.  Gifted students are not in school to tutor other students.  Research and experience have shown that a gifted student who is bored in school can be disruptive in class and even drop out of school entirely.

· As the mother of two gifted children attending schools in Baltimore City, I was excited and pleased to learn about COMAR Chapter 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education.  For years, I was unsure if my child was truly gifted; I only knew that the classroom instruction she was receiving did not engage or challenge her as it should. This COMAR provides for identification and services.

· [Inequitable program] My county offers an excellent gifted program but its implementation is inconsistent across the county.  Gifted students who attend a school with a supportive principal receive appropriate services while students at a neighboring school where the principal is not supportive do not.
· [No program] My county does not currently offer any services for our gifted children.  I am aware that gifted students in other Maryland counties receive an education that is appropriate for their needs, but my children, due to our residence in this county, are denied that opportunity.  The passage of this COMAR regulation would allow supporters of gifted education, both educators and parents, to be able to advocate for the design and implementation of a gifted program in all Maryland counties.
· [GT Program at risk] My county had an excellent gifted program but the recent budget problems have caused the administration and the Board to recommend and/or implement cuts that are damaging to the county’s ability to provide gifted services.  This COMAR regulation will allow supporters of gifted education, both educators and parents, to be able to preserve the critical aspects of the programs that gifted students need to help them develop to their full potential.
·  [Weak program] My county offers a gifted program but it does not adequately meet the needs of the gifted students.  This COMAR regulation will help supporters of gifted education, both educators and parents, to successfully advocate for improvements to the program.
SAMPLE LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR COMAR 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education





Date





Dear Ms. Spinnato:





We write in support of adoption of proposed COMAR 13A.04.07 Gifted and Talented Education.  Adoption of this COMAR is an important step toward ensuring that all gifted and talented students in Maryland receive an appropriate education that will help them develop to their fullest potential.





[Insert your reasons for supporting adoption of COMAR 13A.04.07.  See examples following the Sample Letter*]





It is the responsibility of the school to provide all students, including the gifted, with an education that will help them learn and develop to their fullest potential.  Adoption of COMAR 13A.04.07 will help ensure that needs of Maryland’s gifted and talented students will be met.  We urge the Maryland Board of Education to adopt COMAR 13A.04.07.  Thank you.





Sincerely,


 


Your name and county/city








